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The Directorate-General of Religious Endow­
ments has not only carried out the restoration 
of various monuments throughout the country 
but has also turned its attention to the opening 
of museums. As a result we now have the Mu­
seum of Turkish Art and Architecture and the 
Museum of Turkish Calligraphy, as well as the 
Imperial Pavilion in the New Mosque, which 
is now open to the public in the summer 
months, an exhibition of calligraphy in Ankara 
and various items loaned to other exhibitions. 
In the Museum of Art and Architecture there 
are thirteen sections, comprising plaster casts, 
stone architectural fragments, monograms and 
stone inscriptions, iron lattice work, plaster 
windows, wall tiles, wooden architectural frag­
ments, architectural elements, metal standards 
from domes and minarets, lighting appliances, 
relics and sacred objects.
The sections containing the plaster casts and 
stone architectural fragments are designed to
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be of particular help to restorators, and compri­
se examples of architectural details from Early 
Ottoman to Neo-Classic, while the monogram 
and stone inscription sections contain spec­
imens dating from various periods, mostly be­
longing to buildings that are no longer in exis­
tence. Undoubtedly the richest and most in­
teresting section, however, is that containing 
examples of wall tiles from Seljuk and Early 
Ottoman periods up to Kutahya work of the 
present day, and including specimens from the 
Green tomb at Bursa and the Kubbet-iis Sahra 
in Jerusalem, as well as very fine specimens 
from the 16th century displaying the coral red 
typical of the Turkish tiles of that period.
The Museum of Turkish Calligraphy has been 
housed in the Sultan Selim Medrese, a building 
in the classical Turkish style dedicated by Su­
leyman the Magnificent to his father Selim the 
Grim. Here is displayed a selection of the innu­
merable korans, monograms, manuscripts and 
manuscript books that had been lying for years
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